255.   INTERVIEW TO ASSOCIATED PRESS OF INDIA*

CALCUTTA,
November 7, 1924

Asked what would be the effect in the country of the agreement between
him and the Swaraj Party, Mr. Gandhi said:

It is too early yet to say, but I hope that No-changers will
be able heartily to accept it and that those who felt called upon
to retire from the Congress in 1920, will see their way to rejoin the
Congress.

Mr. Gandhi also hoped that the new change would help the production
of more khaddar.

Questioned regarding the situation in Bengal and the arrests under Re-
gulation III and the Special Ordinance, he said :

Repression should result in uniting the political parties in
India, because, after such a careful study as was open to me,
I retain the opinion that repression is an attack upon the Swaraj
Party, in other words, upon determined and inconvenient op-
position to the Government, no matter how constitutional it may
be. If all parties unite in expressing unequivocal disapproval of
its policy, the Government will realize that public opinion is en-
tirely against it. Personally, I regret that, at this critical juncture,
there is no atmosphere for non-co-operation or, putting it more
accurately, civil disobedience, for I consider that the measures
adopted by the Bengal Government are such as to call for the
strongest direct action that is open to believers in the uttermost
non-violence. It would be at once an answer to the Government
for its arbitrary action and to the revolutionary party to show the
futility of its method, I regard both repression of the type adopted
by the Government and the violent methods of the revolutionary
party as anarchy. The activity of the Government is possibly more
dangerous, because it is more organized and is adopted in the name
of law. But, I recognize that, whilst we are warring amongst our-
selves and whilst the atmosphere is surcharged with violence,
though for the moment turned upon ourselves, civil disobedience
is an impossibility, but had the Hindus and Mohammedans not

1 Before leaving Calcutta